
 

May 21, 2021 

 

Dear Grant Families, 

 

We have made it together to the last school day of the 2020/21 school year!  No doubt it has been a 

tumultuous year, but we celebrate that hallways and classrooms have been filled with students for the last 

few months of the school year.  Your children bring reason and life to everything we do, so it is with great 

excitement that we plan for a fully in-person learning experience based on news received this week by the 

Illinois State Board of Education.  The Board adopted a Resolution Supporting In-Person Learning on 

May 19th.  The Resolution directs schools to begin planning to resume fully in-person learning for all 

student attendance days for the 2021/22 school year.  Remote learning options will only be available for 

students who are not eligible for a COVID-19 vaccine and are under a quarantine order by a local health 

department or the Illinois Department of Public Health.  Previous remote learning eligibility related to 

medical vulnerability has been eliminated.  With this information in hand, we are eagerly planning for all 

students to return in the fall.  If you have any questions or concerns as to how this change impacts your 

family, you are encouraged to reach out to a school administrator.       

 

We recognize that returning to school fully next August may be a significant adjustment for students that 

have not been in-person since March, 2019.  It will also be an adjustment, as it always is, for new 

students.  With the goal of making a smooth, successful transition back to full in-person learning, we are 

in the process of considering a reimagined first few days of next school year.  We want to make a 

concerted effort to generate culture around “Being a Bulldog” through programming and activities to 

reestablish student connections to the school community.  By potentially providing more individualized 

attention and support for students, we hope to reestablish school routines that will help students Keep it 

RED.  More details will be forthcoming this summer!         

 

For those that will be joining us for any end-of-year events or summer programming, please know that the 

Governor’s recent changes to the mask mandate are not yet applicable to schools.  The Lake County 

Health Department notified superintendents yesterday that “school districts must continue to follow 

Illinois Department of Public Health and Illinois State Board of Education school guidance (including 

masking and social distancing) for at least the remainder of the 2020-2021 academic year.”  As a result, 

masks will continue to be required on campus, both indoors and outdoors, until we receive revised 

guidance.  The CDC has indicated they will update school guidance in the coming weeks.  If there is a 

change, we will be sure to make you aware.   

 

Last week, I mentioned we may be participating in a new classroom quarantine pilot program with the 

Lake County Health Department.  Implementation of that has been delayed as health officials work out 

the details.  Once started, the pilot will run through the end of summer school and is intended to support 

in-person learning, with data being provided to Illinois Department of Public Health and CDC for future 

decision making.  Students within 3-6’ of an infected individual will not need to quarantine as long as all 
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mitigation measures were followed appropriately and students perform a SHIELD test within 5-7 days of 

exposure.  SHIELD testing is done on campus by school personnel and is free of charge.  Families will 

continue to be notified when there is a close contact (3-6’).  We are hopeful the pilot will be ready to kick 

off by the start of summer school. 

 

I have appreciated your partnership in learning this year, more so than in any other year.  Sincere 

congratulations to our graduating seniors!  You will hold a place in our hearts like no other graduating 

class before you.   

 

Sincerely,  

   

 

Christine A. Sefcik, Ed.D.  

Superintendent  


